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Biographical Sketch

Mrs. Culver Orswell was a Texan art collector. She donated a collection of opera music
(mostly Italian) and packets of American and British popular music to the Harry Ransom
Center in 1965.

Scope and Contents

The Mrs. Culver Orswell Opera and Music Collection, 1850-1919, undated, contains
piano-vocal scores of operas, opera librettos, oratorio piano-vocal scores, song
collections, vocal exercise books, and sheet music. The collection is arranged in three
series: I. Opera Scores and Librettos, 1850-1911, undated; II. Song Collections and
Exercise Books, 1880-1897, undated; and III. Sheet Music, 1865-1919, undated.

Separated Material

The following issues of Musical Echo magazine were transferred to the Ransom Center
Library:

Volume II, number 5, May 1892
Volume II, number 9, September 1892
Volume II, number 10, October 1892
Volume III, number 3, March 1893
Volume III, number 6, June 1893
Volume III, number 10, October 1893
Volume III, number 12, December 1893
Volume IV, number 1, January 1894
Volume IV, number 6, June 1894
Volume IV, number 11, November 1894
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Series I. Opera Scores and Librettos, 1850-1911, undated

Aida, 1880

Un Ballo in Maschera, undated
La Boheme, 1898

Carmen, 1895

Cavalleria Rusticana, 1891
Les Contes d’Hoffmann, 1907
Crispino e la Comare, 1850
Dolores, undated

Don Pasquale, undated
Ernani, undated

Faust, undated

Fra Diavolo, undated

Gli Ugonotti, undated

Il Guarnay, 1870

Lohengrin, circa 1898

Lucia di Lammermoor, undated
Lucrezia Burgia, undated
Mefistofele, circa 1910

The Messiah, undated
Mignon, 1881

Otello, 1887

Rigoletto, undated (two copies)

Romeo and Juliet, 1897 (two copies)
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Ruy Blas, circa 1911

Semiramide, circa 1902

La Sonnambula, 1901 (two copies)
Stabat Mater, undated

Tosca, 1905

La Traviata, 1899 (two copies)

Il Travatore, 1898
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Series II. Song Collections and Exercise Books, 1880-1897, undated

Album of Songs, 1880 Container 7.4
Exercise books (handwritten) (2), undated Container 7.5
Favorite Collection of Dance Music, 1894 Container 8.1
Music and Steps of the Round and Square Dances, 1893 Container 8.2
Old Familiar Dances, 1890 Container 8.3
Sixty Songs by Schubert, undated Container 8.4
Songs of Schumann, undated Container 8.5
Thirty-six Vocalises, 1897 Container 8.6
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Series II1. Sheet Music, 1865-1919, undated

Amami, undated

And Her Golden Hair Was Hanging Down Her Back, 1894
Annie Laurie, 1899

Ave Maria, undated (two copies)
Baby Ruth, 1892

Bad Boy, 1883

Le Baiser, 1891

Barcarole, 1880

Barcarolle, 1873

Die Bekehrte, undated

Ben Bolt, 1895

The Better Land, undated

Boat Song, 1908

By Moonlight, 1881

Camp of the Gipsies, undated
Charge of Cavalry, 1879

Cheeur des Derviches Tourneurs, undated
Christmas, 1887

Communion Hymn, 1897
Comrades Waltz, 1891

The Darkies’ Cradle Song, 1893
Dar’s Ragtime in de Moon, 1898

Dedication, 1902
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Delta Sigma March, 1898
Deuxieme Mazurk, 1886
Dixie Girl, 1903

The Dixie Kid, 1898

Down Went McGinty, 1889
The Erlking, 1902

Etudes Latines, 1900
Fantasma, 1887

Feuilles d’Or!, undated
Fleur-de-lis, 1919

Fleurs d’Oranger, undated
Floods of Spring, 1906

For All Eternity, 1891

Forest Scenes, 1895

Gitanjali, 1914
Gnomen-Reigen, undated
Henrietta! Have You Met Her?, 1895
Herald of Music, 1891-1892
L’Heure Exquise, undated
Honey Does You Love Yer Man, 1895
The Honeymoon March, 1895
Hymne au Soleil, undated

I Love Thee, 1882

Ich Liebe Dich, undated

I Love, and the World is Mine, 1891
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Immer Fesch, undated
In a Persian Garden, 1896

An Irish Folk Song, 1894

I’ve Waited, Honey, Waited Long For You, 1899

I Want to Spread a Little Sunshine, 1919
I Whistle and Wait for Katie, 1890
Jardin d’Amour, 1910

King Cotton, undated

Klamerstiicke, undated

La Forza del Destino, 1903

Land of our Hearts, 1918

Largo, 1877

L’Aveu, undated

The Liberty Bell March, 1893

The Lost Chord, undated

Love’s Lullaby, 1915

Lurline, undated

Maggie Murphy’s Home, 1890

Malgré Moi, 1903

Mamie Reilly, 1897

Mandolinata, undated

Margaret at the Spinning Wheel, undated
Mélodie, 1893

Memory, 1907
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The Midnight Serenade, 1899
Mignon, 1899

The Mill Wheel, undated
Mirage, 1894 (two copies)
Mother was a Lady, 1896

My Marguerite, 1912

My Sweetheart’s the Man in the Moon, 1892
The Nightingale’s Song, 1899
Nocturne, 1892

Non Destarmi, 1867

Nordica Valse, 1894
Novelletten, 1879

The Office Boy, 1903

On Song’s Bright Pinions, 1909
O Swallow, Swallow Flying South, 1896
Péle-Méle, 1894

Pierrette, 1892

Prelude, 1898

Prés d’un Ruisseau, 1894
Réveille Vous, 1896
Rock-a-Bye Baby Waltz, 1887
Rondo a Capriccio, 1887
Scherzino, 1892

Scherzo, undated

Schule der Gelédufigkeit, undated
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Second Regiment, 1915
Serenade, 1873
Serenade, 1892

The Shepherd, 1888

The Sidewalks of New York, 1894

Since Your Eyes Looked into Mine, 1906

Sleepy-Headed Little Mary Green, 1900
Sonate, 1887

Song of the Brook, 1865

Springtime, undated

Standard Bearer March, undated

Still as the Night, 1889

A Summer Night, undated

A Summer Wooing, 1893

Sweet Sounds, undated

The Tale of a Bumble Bee, 1901

Tes Yeux, 1914

That is Love, 1890

Théme de Rode, undated

Then Weep! O Grief-Worn Eyes!, 1893
Three Browning Songs, 1900

Three Dances from Henry VIII, 1892
Three Little Words, 1899

Three Sisters, undated
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To a Messenger, 1909

A Trip to Chinatown, 1892

Il Trovatore, undated

Two Spanish Dances, undated

Valse, 1887

Valse Chromatique, 1889
Waldeinsamkeit, 1904

Waltz Me Around Again Willie, 1906
We are Waiting, Dewey, Waiting, 1899
What’s this Dull Town to Me, 1905
When the Misty Shadows Glide, 1912
Wie Melodien Zieht es Mir, 1900
Zueignung, 1907 (three copies)

Various leaves from sheet music, undated
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