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Administrative Information

Provenance Note The Sam Shepard Papers were purchased by the
Uniyersity of Texas Libraries in 2006. Originally cataloged and
opened for research by the Fine Arts Library, in December 2010 the
collection was transferred to the Ransom Center, where recent
additions to the papers were processed and the entire collection
re-cataloged. In November 2011, the Ransom Center purchased
material that was previously on deposit at the Albert and Shirley
Small Special Collections Library at the University of Virginia.
Additional material was also acquired from Shepard at that time. This
material was integrated into the existing arrangement in 2012.
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Biographical Sketch

Sam Shepard was born Samuel Shepard Rogers VII in Fort Sheridan, Illinois, on
November 5, 1943. The son of an army officer, he spent his childhood livingion different
military bases, along with his mother, who was a teacher, and his two sistefs. The family
lived in South Dakota, Utah, Florida, and Guam, and eventually settled in Duarte,
California, where they lived on an avocado ranch. He began acting and weiting poetry
while in high school, and worked as a stable hand at a horse ranch. After graduating in
1960, he attended Mount San Antonio Junior College to study agriculture.' He quit
school after one year to join a traveling theater group, the Bishop's Company Repertory
Players.

In 1963, Shepard left the theater group and moved to New Yotk to pursue an acting
career. He shared an apartment with his old high school friend, Charles Mingus, Jr., son
of the legendary jazz musician, who helped him get a jobat jazz club, The Village Gate.
It was there that Shepard met Ralph Cook, founder of the Theatre Genesis, who
encouraged him to write plays. Shepard's first two plays, Cowboys (1964), and The Rock
Garden (1964), were avant-garde one-act plays performed at the Theatre Genesis. He
quickly attracted a following in what became known as the Off-Off-Broadway
movement, being dubbed as "the one to watch.! He went on to write several more
one-act plays, including the Obie Award winhers:Chicdgo (1965), Icarus' Mother
(1965), and Red Cross (1966). He wrote-his first full-length play, La Turista, in 1967,
for which he also received an Obie Award. That same year, Shepard began to play
drums with the rock band The Holy Modal Rounders. His musical involvement
influenced his writing leading to what are referredito as "the Rock plays," which include
the Obie Award winning Melodrama Play (1968), Operation Sidewinder (1970), and
Mad Dog Blues (1971).

Shepard married the actress O-Lan Jones in 1969, and they had a son, Jesse Mojo
Shepard, in 1970. From 1971 to"1973 ,.the family lived in London, England, where
Shepard continued to write plays. Works from this period include The Tooth of Crime
(1972), which marked a stylistic departure from a modernist to traditional style. Shepard
returned to the U.S. in 1974, and séttled in San Francisco where he became the
playwright in residence at the/Magic Theater from 1975 to 1983. Plays written and
produced during this time include Curse of the Starving Class (1978), considered the
first of his plays about family where he uses the domestic drama formula to explore
dysfunctional individuals,and families. He continued this exploration with Buried Child
(1978), True West (1980), and Fool for Love (1983).

Other plays by Shépard include A Lie of the Mind (1985), States of Shock (1991),
Simpatico (1993), Eyes for Consuela (1998), The Late Henry Moss (2000), Kicking a
Dead Horse (2007), and Ages of the Moon (2009). He has received numerous Obie
Awards, as well as a Pulitzer Prize in 1979 for Buried Child, and a Drama Desk Award,
a New York Drama Critics' Circle Award, and an Outer Critics Circle Award in 1986 for
A Lie of the Mind.
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In addition to his success as a playwright, Shepard has had a prolific acting career. His
first role was in 1978 in the film Days of Heaven. It was on the set of the film Frances'in
1982, that he met Jessica Lange, leading him to end his marriage to Jones in 1984. He
and Lange have two children together, Hannah Jane and Samuel Walker Shepard.

Shepard has appeared in over thirty movies including The Right Stuff' (1983), Country
(1984), Crimes of the Heart (1986), Thunderheart (1992), Black Hawk Down (2001),
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007), and'Blackthorn
(2011). Shepard’s achievements in acting include an Academy Award nomination for
The Right Stuff, an Emmy Award nomination and Golden Globe nomination for the TV
movie Dash and Lilly (1999), and a Screen Actors Guild Award nomination for the TV
movie Ruffian (2008).

His involvement in film also extends to screenwriting and directing. He wrote and
directed the films Far North, released in 1988, and Silent Tongue, which was shown at
both the Sundance and Cannes Film Festivals in 1993. He has also collaborated on
screenplays with German director, Wim Wenders. They co-wrote Paris, Texas, which
won the Golden Palm Award at the 1984 Cannes Film Festival, as well as Don't Come
Knocking, which was entered into the 2005 Cannes Film Festival andistarred Shepard in
the lead role.

Shepard has also published several short story collections including Motel Chronicles
(1982), Great Dream of Heaven (2002), and Day Out of Days/(2009). His stories have
appeared in the New Yorker, the Paris Review, and the New:York Times Magazine.

Sources:

In addition to material found within the Sam Shepard Papers, the following sources were
used:

"Sam Shepard." Contemporary Authors Online, http://galenet.galegroup.com (accessed
23 October 2012).

"Sam Shepard." Dictionary of Literary Biography, http://galenet.galegroup.com
(accessed 23 October 2012).

Scope and Contents

The Steven Moore Collection of David Foster Wallace details a personal and
professional relationship between the two author-scholars primarily through Wallace's
letters to Moore and Moore's reading notes on Wallace's work. The collection is
organized in four series: Series 1. Correspondence, 1987-2004, undated; Series I1.
Works, 1989-2004; Series III. Published material, 1993-2010; and Series IV. Works by
others, 2003-2010.
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Series I. contains forty handwritten and typed letters, postcards, and notes (1987-2004)
from Wallace to Moore revealing a growing friendship and an increasing trust by
Wallace in Moore's opinion and editorial input. The letters discuss various pieces of
writing including their own, their writing and teaching careers, and personal matters; Such
as Wallace's frustrations with his busy schedule and a physical altercation he had with a
graduate student concerning David Markson's Wittgenstein's Mistress. Additional letters
from Wallace to Moore are located with Wallace's drafts in Series II. Series 1. also
contains photocopies of seventeen Wallace letters (1990-2001) to Markson that mainly
discuss writing and other professional activities, at times providing insight into'Wallace's
appreciation of Markson's writing. The penciled notes on some of these letters are
Moore's.

Series I1. contains typescript drafts of works that Wallace sought Moore's opinion on.
Most of the drafts are photocopies of originals Wallace sent to his publisher or agent
except for the draft of Brief Interviews with Hideous Men, which!is'a printout Wallace
made from his own computer. Wallace sent letters or notes with five of the drafts and
wrote notes to Moore on the corresponding envelopes of the drafts of Brief Interviews
and E Unibus Pluram: Television and U.S. Fiction. Thejseries also contains Moore's
reading notes on Brief Interviews and Infinite Jest,jaswelllas a photocepy of Moore's
two-page letter recommending cuts from the latter which Wallace had requested.
Moore's scattered notes are present in the margins.of'the Infinite Jest draft.

Series III. contains periodicals (1993-2010) with Wallace stories, essays, book reviews,
and interviews.

Series IV. contains works by others such asreviews, scholarly articles and presentations,
in-memoriam essays, and interviews with Wallace acquaintances.

Related Material

Additional Wallace materials at the Ransom Center are located in the David Foster
Wallace Papers, theiDavid Foster Wallace Collection, the Bonnie Nadell Collection of
David Foster Wallace, the Don DeLillo Papers, and the James Linville Paris Review
Collection.

Separated Material

Thirty-four books, including many advance reading copies and uncorrected proofs, by
and about David Foster Wallace are cataloged separately and housed in the Ransom
Center Library. A single CD-R containing a 2006 study of Infinite Jest by Greg Carlisle
was transferred to the Ransom Center's Electronic Records Collection.
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